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JLPT NS KANJI CHECKLIST

The Complete JLPT
NS Kanji Checkilist

Every kanji you need for N5 — the entry-level JLPT credential — in one printable,
checkable list. All 105 characters, organized by theme, with real example words
for each.

105 +otal kanji 9 themed categories NS the foundation level

About Japademy

We're an online Japanese school built around one idea:

real progress needs a real teacher, a real group, and a real

deadline — not just an app streak. Every class is led by a Visit japademy.com -
certified native Japanese teacher, and courses like our N5

and N4 prep map directly onto the JLPT, so the hours you

put in count toward something official.


https://www.japademy.com/

How to actually use this list

Don't just scroll down and read it once —
that feels productive but barely moves the
needle. Kanji sticks when you make your
brain work for it, not when you skim past
it.

1. Cover the readings, test yourself. Hide
the onyomi/kunyomi column with your
hand and see if you can recall it from
the kanji alone.

2. Check it off only when it's automatic
— under two seconds, no hesitation. If
you had to think, leave it unchecked
and come back tomorrow.

3. Revisit unchecked kanji every few
days. Spaced repetition beats one long
cram session every time.

What's next after NS5

N5 proves you can handle daily-life basics
— greetings, simple directions, present-
tense verbs, and the numbers and time
words you need to get through a day in
Japan.

N4 is where real reading starts. Verb
conjugation gets more complex, and the
188 new kaniji at that level map onto
everyday nouns, adjectives, and doing-
words you'll actually use in conversation
— not just recognize on a page.

If this list already feels comfortable, N4 is
the natural next step — not a hard reset.
Most of what you've built here carries
straight over.



Quick primer: onyomi vs. kunyomi

Every kanji has at least one onyomi and one kunyomi reading — and knowing roughly
when to expect each one saves you from second-guessing on exam day.

Onyomi (&) is the "sound reading," borrowed from Chinese pronunciation
centuries ago. You'll mostly see it when a kanji combines with other kanji to form a
compound word (#5&) — no hiragana in between.

Kunyomi (FlI&E#) is the native Japanese reading, tied to the word's original meaning.
You'll mostly see it when a kanji stands alone or is followed by hiragana okurigana.

ONYOMI IN ACTION KUNYOMI IN ACTION

g Lote gy oW

FIR F 3

> 5 — school (kanji + kaniji) F 7333 —to learn (kanji + hiragana)

Rule of thumb, not a law: kanji + kanji = usually onyomi. Kanji alone, or kanji +
hiragana - usually kunyomi. Japanese has plenty of exceptions, but this gets you
right most of the time — and that's exactly why every kanji below lists both readings.



/\ Kanji that trip everyone up

These pairs show up constantly in N5 practice tests, and they're rarely a vocabulary
problem — they're a "l glanced at it too fast" problem. Slow down on these six.

A R\
person / enter / eight — same shape, three

different meanings. Look for where the
strokes cross.

f-A
right vs. stone — same top two strokes,
different bottom. Easy to swap at a glance.

L1 v 1
mountain vs. to exit — 1 is basically two L
stacked. Look for the doubled peak.

H«8
white vs. hundred — a single bar is the only
difference between them.

T VS —

two vs. three — miscounting the horizontal
lines is the single most common N5 slip.

/_
vs FF
mother vs. every — near-identical top, one
extra stroke at the bottom of %&.



THE FULL LIST

NS Kanji — 105 characters

Every kanji tested at N5, organized by theme (numbers, nature, family, and so on)
rather than stroke count or textbook order — kanji that live in the same mental
neighborhood are easier to keep straight than a list sorted by difficulty.

Numbers
3 N
onyomi WE * WD kunyomi U & L—BE January
one vED
—™ one (thing)
o\
— onyomi k< kunyomi ATz L:bHS February
two Y
—\ two people
S
P onyorni & As kunyomi & E;VE March
- three o2 :
=72 three (things)
N
JC onyomi U kunyomi &+ K A IL7J_‘3|73)éJ April
four gy
YD four (things)
£ onyomi c kunyomi &Y D Cifﬁﬁj May
five o2
A D five (things)
ZH
/_I(‘ onyomi B £ kunyomi © 7'( H’J June
six 522
7\ six (things)
L
t onyomi LB kunyomi AL AN AN/)) t H’) July
seven i

1+ seven (things)



Time

mh)
L

T

onyomi Li-t:_) kunyomi '\No
eight

onyomi < * % ] :) kunyomi cCcmd

nine

onyomi U 1 :) kunyomi <\: 35\

ten

onyomi [0} » < kunyomi —
hundred

onyomi ﬂ'/l/ kunyomi —

thousand

onyomi FA Ci‘/u kunyomi —

ten thousand

onyomi Al kunyomi —

yen / circle

onyomi *cl/b kunyomi t L/

year

onyomi U:‘j * b\\j kunyomi ~2 %

month / moon

onyomi L:-S * Uj kunyomiU * b\
day / sun

onyomi U kunyomi t %

time / hour

lFBHD
J\ B August
o2

J\ D eight (things)

<o
JLH September
cCcDD

7L 2 nine (things)

Lo 5h
+ A October
L&

+H the 10th / ten days

U»<RA

B H 100 vyen

BARA
F M 1,000 yen

WEFARA
— 5 H 10,000 yen

»<LAA
B M 500 yen

P

(L

U
F this year
v

F every year

Cl

* b

A

#

AT

% B this month
SEH

AR moon viewing

o

WicsH

every day

n

> h

|15 &

three days / the 3rd

Ch A
BFRE time / hours
rErs

BF £ sometimes



&

lI”
I~

P

i)

i

Nature

onyomi A 13‘\‘/\.: kunyomi H

minute / part

onyomi Li/b kunyomi —

half

onyomi Che g/l/ kunyomi W
now

onyomi 35 Wy kunyomi —

every

onyomi L/ p :) kunyomi —

week

onyomi 3 /1/ kunyomi '\%’g

mountain

onyomi ﬁ/b kunyomi b\b

river

onyomi :Et < ° Li‘< kunyomi % s C

tree

onyomi U /1/ kunyomi (:i'\%’ b

woods

onyomi LJ/I/ kunyomi :E) U

forest

onyomi TAh kunyomi 1=

rice field

TALB A
= ‘|‘ 4 30 minutes
70

j'ZD to divide
TALIEA
x5
<H today
EREVE

AN - f
~ = right now / I'm home
EAN Y

y— RN
# 18 every week

WL S
N
B next week

O/

B E A
=11 Mt Fuji
PEHS

LI 38 mountain path

o gcH
| l rivers (formal)

>I_d+

Thursday
c ;
K@% a leaf

VAES
P& forest trail
EP LB A

D B in the woods

LAY A
# #K forest / woodland
&Y nrh

FOH in the forest

ThiA
H E& countryside
E A&

HAIZ rice paddy



o

Het

wzil
]

onyomi 75\ kunyomi (:it;

flower

onyomi <5 kunyomi 5 H
sky / empty

onyomi :) kunyomi 37-)&) ° aﬁi

rain

Position & direction

+

7+

Al

v = - =
onyomi O&>D kunyomi 2 A °

up / above

onyomi h - H!\ kunyomi L/TC *

down / below

onyomi -5 p 5 kunyomi 73:73\

middle / inside

onyomi 5 - 5 kunyomi a‘i‘:ck‘“
right

onyomi é kunyomi UTC“ U
left

onyomi 75\‘\:\ ° H!\ kunyomi % &

outside

onyomi 'tF\/b kunyomi 35 i.

front / before

Le -

S

)

&

N A

TEH# vase

7% 2

165 cherry-blossom viewing

H3
12 (1
NI

airport

&t
of

\%‘
Z8 blue sky

Th
[\

BB
A RN heavy rain

isl i
R

B rain gear

2<CADIA
M D E onthe desk
Sp#

& jacket

A Iz

T3 unskilled

Lr®
T& underwear

L S5N>TS
Z X middle school

1 s
& contents

SED
AHT turning right
BET

AZF right hand

THED

AT turning left
VRYT

£ 3F left hand

TSRS

74 & foreign country
2B

S {8 outside / exterior

"
B
i_\.l_

BlJ name

>

! ,

a.m. / before noon

]

S

7
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Adjectives

X
]\
_I%.I_
ESS

T

—_

A\
onyomi «

* C:) kunyomiab ° &(‘:

back / after

onyomi t :) kunyomi U\b{‘b

east

onyomi pc AN é\l\ kunyomi [z L

west

onyomi 7:-1:/1/ ° 7’33 kunyomia‘/‘t:l:a‘/‘

south

onyomi (,i < kunyomi % 7—«:
north

onyomi 7—2“\:\ ° 7::\:\ kunyomi b
big

onyomi L& 5 kunyomit‘l\:\ o Ph
small

onyomi C 5 kunyomi 7—::73\

high / expensive

onyomi 35/0 kunyomi J@_g—

cheap / safe

onyomi LA kunyomi%te < W

new

%3 behind

R R Tokyo
URLAD

B {Hl east side

BLES
P8 JE the West
Icus

B8 [ west exit

N

&

hE
& the South Pole
Ba B

¥

134 <
B O south exit

EohES

1t & 3 Hokkaido
EpE

it & north wind

VAV
A university
BHEw

AZ W big

Leshncs

I\ 22 ¥R elementary school
A=A

INEWY small

-7_'—,_.—}3\\,\
=\ high / expensive

AN
ZL\) cheap

LAZA
¥7 B newspaper
B7E5 UL

LW new



People

W K O

W

&
>

kunyomi 13\ %

onyomi C
old
onyomi -5 & :) kunyomi 7;:/3{‘

long / chief

onyomi % :) ° é 2 kunyomi 63:'\:3
early / fast

onyomi TC kunyomi 35\35\

many

onyomi L& 5 kunyomi 3- < * T:

few / little

onyomi Li< ° U»'\5 < kunyomi L3 -
white

onyomi C < kunyomi < 5

black

onyomi acy % L » < kunyomi &t)\
red

onyomi T L& 5 kunyomi %3—)\
blue / green

onyomi CA *ICA kunyomi [
person

L >C

=2 secondhand
330
HU old

early morning

B\ early / fast

e R A
%% probably
B
%\ many
L& ShA
4 poy
FU
DU alittle
E< U

mE blank paper
L33

H & white (colour)

? budget deficit
r O

IRF budget deficit / red ink

BVRA
& & young person
BHED

B Z2 blue sky

CEACA
HZA A Japanese person
ey

— A one person / alone



HNOE N

<
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L

Society & places

E

]

J3 58

onyomi U I i kunyomi 3—)\/‘47'3: ° &)

woman

onyomi 7::“/\.: ° 7:1:/1./ kunyomi 33(‘2 C

man

onyomi (O —a_ kunyomi C

child

onyomi S kunyomi -5 -5 - & 5
father

onyomi ‘:i‘ kunyomi (& - 73\25
mother

onyomi 'd) 5 kunyomi t :Ev
friend

onyomi ﬁ/b kunyomi é: %

previous / ahead

onyomiﬁ\l\ ° LJJC 5

kunyomi bY ¢ S d 3
life / birth

onyomi C < kunyomi < L:

country

onyomi g’ & :) ATV kunyomi —

capital

O &L
% woman
BABDC

DT girl

At
B % man
D

B DF boy

LZEA
Ff% descendants
cet

Tt child

5 1F

AR} father and mother
E5HP

A father

F<
B E one's home country
FEHe

B # mother

S

>U

N

friend (formal)

g

%

&

TAEWL

7 4 teacher

TEIC
F&lC ahead / first

ri
ot

/

$ friend

ACEW
? E student

W
4 3 %) to live

national language
LEI
[E island nation
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!

—_

onyomi <  kunyomi b\t

language / word

onyomi L\) kunyomi 37-) é“

character / letter

onyomi 13\\‘/l/ ° :e/l/ kunyomi Sy

sentence [/ writing

onyomi 7’3{‘ < kunyomi 35 tJ:

study / learning

onyomi C :) kunyomi —

school

onyomi L/ v kunyomi '\:3 L/ 5

company / shrine

onyomi 75\\1\ ° 2’_ kunyomi &

meeting / to meet

onyomi < /b kunyomi a‘l‘t}.—
shop

onyomi i. % kunyomi —
station

onyomi '.J *®  kunyomi < 5 35
car / vehicle

onyomi TAh kunyomi —

electricity

onyomi \1\/\.; kunyomi —

member

[T F A,_:“
HZAEE Japanese language
e

&3 to narrate / tell

NA LU

7= kanji character

RAL&
xr ere
X E sentence / writing

J!

N> 5
Z & school
R
23\ tolearn

3

X5 S
¢ school

J

I
2

<
—

company

o5 Sib
Pro B

shrine

I
2

<
—

company

Spe b

to meet

®R B in front of the station

TAL®
B|HE train
(3%

B car

B X, electricity / light

MOUD»WVA
= .
= %t B office worker
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I
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Question words

A

onyomi U ° '?“ kunyomi cE

thing / matter

onyomi L/ kunyomijb\

to serve

onyomi U L kunyomi ™2 %“ * D

next

onyomi —  kunyomi 7’33 [fulis 7’33/1/

what

Verbs (kanji components)

onyomi [Zwp :) kunyomi (AN =g

to enter

onyomi LwD-9gWV kunyomi C *

to exit

onyomi C :) * g}\; :)
kunyomi UV * KD S RORAN

to go

onyomi 510 kunyomi <. g-C

to come

onyomi U'/b kunyomi ¢7‘I~

to see

Loe
2 work / job
cECE

HiSREE an event

Lo
2 work / job
2MNAD

£ A % toserve

Chn
JRE] next time
&

WRIZ next

BAT
{AIEF what time

N

» Sh

0

£ school enrolment

EARE)

A toenter

c

®» oD

£ departure

Al

) <\\B
[ exit

=
S

>
1T travel / trip
A

<
T7< togo

-

RN

50 RA

3K 5 next year
< 3

33 tocome

B ¥ sightseeing

» 3
B3 tosee
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A

> oW 2T B

e

onyomi 13‘\‘/1) ° :E)/b kunyomi %

to listen / hear

onyomi (‘:“< kunyomi J:

to read

onyomi L/ &£ kunyomi b\

to write

onyomi 10 kunyomi (:it;l: * (:it;l: U

to speak / story

onyomi L& < kunyomi 7—«: * <

to eat

onyomi \1\/1/ kunyomi D
to drink

onyomi ci‘\l\ kunyomi 73\

to buy

onyomi % p 5 kunyomi '\%’3—

to rest

onyomi % kunyomi b\i.

to return

onyomi % kunyomi 3—)‘

to wake up / rise

onyomi 7—2\:\ kunyomi 35

to wait

LASA

¥TE newspaper
& <

B < tolisten

=111 e
9

55 = reading (books)
£

%4> to read

<UL
70

LU g
¥Z dictionary
v <

ZE < to write

TAD

TEEE telephone

F3%)

59 to speak

g% B food and drink
DHED

A4 a drink

FOE

58 B buying and selling
A

B4 shopping

Epoh

{ABR vacation

T3

{KJH a break / holiday

JBE returning to one's country

1§23 toreturn

&
HAfF expectation
B5HWVWUD

& = waiting room

o

\
A



) . TLBA
[:I 1/E onyomi &< kunyomi "2 < ﬂ; K composition / essay

to make 2<%

E3 to make
[:I E onyomi L/ kunyomi 3—)\:5 lEJEC >
=< y y B# thought
to think A
BWH a memory
_ N R _ FAS
D _ onyomi \F A = SA kunyomi WY = C & B language
s | ceid
to say e
== word / language
A\ o , t“—
[:I 1@1 onyomi &€ D kunyomi l& T2 B %){ ; labor
to work EoE0D

Ready to go beyond the checklist?

A printable list gets you recognition. Passing the exam takes structured practice
with someone who knows exactly where N5 test-takers lose points — grammar
drills, listening practice, and mock exams under real conditions, not just
vocabulary.

See our JLPT Prep Courses

o] Japademy japademy.com
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